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Abstract

Language is the most distinctive element among humans which separates them from animals.
This gift of speech is his supreme quality. It is a divine gift and as all the divine books narrate
the story of Adam (A.S), telling this, how the Allah Almighty thought him the names of
different things to enable him to speak.

In this research article, the divine origin of language is discussed giving examples from the
Holy Quran, how Allah Almighty employed different tools of language in the Holy Quran.
Examples have been aptly chosen from different Sarah’s of the Holy Quran to prove that
almost all the tools of language have been appropriately used in the Quran to convey the
message of Allah Almighty in most natural and convincing way.
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History of the Language:

"Language is the human capacity for acquiring and using complex systems of conversation,
and a language is any specific example of such a system. The scientific study of language is
known as linguistics."

The evidence conclusively implies that humans were created with the unique ability to
employ speech for communication.

Philip Lieberman says: "Speech is so essential to our concept of intelligence that its
possession is virtually equated with being human. The animals, who can talk, are humans
because what sets us apart from other animals is the gift of speech.™

In The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Human Evolution, editors Jones, Martin, and Pilbeam
conceded that ‘there are no non-human languages,” and then went on to observe that
‘language is an adaptation unique to humans, and yet the nature of its uniqueness and its

biological basis are notoriously difficult to define. °
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Language is so necessary that ‘No community has ever been found without language’. °

The relationship between brain size and language is unclear. Possibly, increased social
interaction combined with tactical deception gave the brain an initial impetus.

Better nourishment due to meat-eating may also have played a part. Then brain size and
language possibly increased together. ’

No known language in the whole of human history can be considered ‘primitive’ in any sense
of the word. ®
It is also notable that when language first appears on the scene, it already is fully developed
and very complex. Even the peoples with least complex cultures have highly sophisticated
languages, with complex grammar and large vocabularies, capable of naming and discussing
anything that occurs in the sphere occupied by their speakers.

The most ancient language that may be recreated is already modern, advanced and perfect
from an developmental point of view.®

Chomsky concluded that:

"Human language appears to be a unique phenomenon, without significant analogue in the
animal world. There is no reason to suppose that the ‘gaps’ are bridgeable. There is no more
of a basis for assuming an evolutionary development from breathing to walking."*°

The terminology of language is concerned with four main problems: “the nature of meaning,
language use, language cognition, and the relationship between language and reality. For
continental philosophers, however, the philosophy of language tends to be dealt with, not as a
separate topic, but as a part of logic.""

The philosophy of language then became so pervasive that for a time, in analytic philosophy
circles, philosophy as a whole was understood to be a matter of philosophy of language. In
the 20th century, language became an even more central theme within the most diverse
traditions of philosophy. The phrase the linguistic turn was used to describe the noteworthy

emphasis that modern-day philosophers put upon language. *
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Quran and Hadith study tells us that Allah Almighty taught all the names to Adam. And

Adam called every living creature with their particular name:
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They replied, "Glory is to you. You alone are free from defect. We possess only that much
knowledge which you have given us. Indeed you alone are All-Knowing and All-Wise."
The ayah narrates the first human’s story who had to talk to angels. We can say that was first
communication between human and another creature that was the first human who
communicated his ideas and feelings with the angels. This proves that divine source provides

human with language. And after it:
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“O men! Fear your Lord Who created you from a single being and out of it

created its mate; and out of the two spread many men and women. Fear Allah

in Whose name you plead for rights, and heed the ties of kinship. Surely,

Allah is ever watchful over you.”
It was natural that the whole human race spread with its forefather’s language. With the
passage of time language improved itself.It can be said the basic languages are divine.
Functions/Uses of language in Quran and Sunnah
Language has multiple functions like phonetic, directive, informative, interrogative,
expressive, evocative and performing- Quran is a great message of God for human being. All
the tools of language are used in it to fulfill all purposes of language, like: Demonstration,
speech, writing and body language
Demonstration
We can find many examples of demonstration in Quran; like examples of Hazrat Abraham,
when he broke all the idols into pieces, except the biggest of them, so that they might turn to
it.

. Al-Bagarali32
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“On Abraham’s arrival, they said: Abraham, are you he who has done this to
our gods? He answered: Rather it was this supreme one who has done it. So
ask them, if they can speak.”

In this way he wanted to communicate the oneness of God to his nation. The second example
of Hazrat Uzair (A.S)

01 610 Lagpa g Al 21 g o U6 sl e S50 (25 358 ol 34 051"
) shasls ale Ble Edd U5 I a3s oakd 3l Lps EA B S48 I 4iag @ ple Bk
Cai€ allaadl J) slasly LBl &1 clasily dylas () slasts © dads ) Ehlhas dlbb

100 5,08 ook O e A 3T RIET OB 40 G5 A8 & i) Lag oS & apads

“Or take the case of the one who passed by a township that had fallen down
upon its roofs. He exclaimed: How shall Allah bring back to life this township
that has become dead? At this Allah caused him to die and he lay dead for a
hundred years. Then Allah brought him back to life and asked him, how long
have you lain here? He answered. | might have lain here for a day or a few
hours. Allah said: Nay, you have been lying here in this state for a hundred
years: now, just have a look at your food and your drink; they have not
become spoiled in the least. Then have a look at your ass, (and see that his
very bones have become rotten) and We have done this in order to make you a
Sign for the people. Look, how We raise up the skeleton and set the bones (of
the ass) and cover them with flesh and (put breath of life into them). And
when the Reality became manifest to him, he said: | know that Allah has
power over everything.”

Another example is when Abraham (A.S.) said to Allah to show how you like to the dead. In

Hadith :

. Al-Anbiya:62-63
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“The fourth type of marriage was that many people would enter upon a lady
as she would never refuse anyone who came to her. Those were the prostitutes
who used to fix flags at their doors as signs, and he who wished, could have
sexual intercourse with them. If anyone of them got pregnant and delivered a
child, then all those men would be gathered for her and they would call the
Qaifs (persons skilled in recognizing the likeness of a child to his father) to
them and would let her child follow the man (whom they recognized as his
father) and she would let him adhere to him and be called his son. The man
could not refuse all that.”

2 Speech

A big source of communication is speech. We can say: "The language is a system of arbitrary

vocal symbols used for human communication.” Quran had so many examples like a dialogue

between Abraham and Nimrod:
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“Have you not considered the case of the person who had an argument with
Abraham as to "Whom Abraham acknowledged as his Lord?' The dispute
arose because Allah had given him the kingship, (which had made him
arrogant). When Abraham said: My Lord is He Who gives life and causes
death, he answered, | give life and cause death. Then Abraham said, "Well,
Allah brings the sun from the east: just bring it from the west. At this the

disbeliever was confounded: (yet he did not believe), for Allah does not show

guidance to unjust people.”

7 Bukhari, A/ Jameaa Alsaheeh, Hadith No: 58
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A dialogue between Ibraheem and his Father in Surah Maryam:
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“When he said to his father: Father! Why do you worship that which neither
sees nor hears, and which can be of no avail to you? Father, a knowledge that
has not reached you has come to me. So follow me that | may guide you to a
Straight Way. Father, do not serve Satan, for Satan has indeed been a
persistent rebel against the Most Compassionate Lord. Father, | fear that a
punishment from the Most Compassionate Lord might strike you and you may
end up as one of Satan's companions? The father said: Abraham, have you
turned away from my gods? If you do not give this up, I shall stone you to
death. Now begin from me forever.”

In SuratHod, Nuh (A.S), Hud (A.S), Saleh (A.S) Ibraheem (A.S), Lut (A.S), Shoaib (A.S)

made dialogue with their nation %

In Surah Yousaf many examples we find like dialogue between Yaqub and his sons, Yousaf

and Wife of al Aziz, (Zolakha),Yousaf and Yaqub, Yousaf and his companions of the prison,
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"And it so happened that the lady in whose house Joseph was living, sought to
tempt him to herself, and one day bolting the doors she said: Come on now!
Joseph answered: May Allah grant me refuge! My Lord has provided an
honorable abode for me (so how can | do something so evil)? Such wrong-
doers never prosper."

On another place:

. Maryam.42-46
? See Hood:25,50,61,69,77, 84

' Yousuf23
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"His father said: My son! Do not relate your dream to your brothers lest they
hatch a plot to harm you. Indeed Satan is man's open enemy."
(As you have seen in the dream), so will your Lord choose you (for His task) and will impart
to you the comprehension of the deeper meaning of things and will bestow the full measure
of His favor upon you and upon the house of Jacob even as He earlier bestowed it in full

measure upon your forefathers, Abraham and Isaac. Surely your Lord is All- Knowing, All-
Wise.
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"Fellow-prisoners! Is it better that there be diverse lords, or just Allah, the
One, the Irresistible? Those whom you serve beside Him are merely idle
names that you and your fathers have fabricated, without Allah sending down
any sanction for them. All authority to govern rests only with Allah. He has
commanded that you serve none but Him. This is the Right Way of life,
though most people are altogether unaware."

3. Writing skills of language:

In spite of speech writing is another strong source of conveying message to one another,

Allah also conveyed in written form.
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"(O Muhammad!) We have revealed to you as We revealed to Noah and the
Prophets after him, and We revealed to Abraham, Ismael, Isaac, Jacob and the

offspring of Jacob, and Jesus and Job, and Jonah, and Aaron and Solomon,

and We gave to David Psalms."

2 Yousuf:4,5
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“He has revealed this Book to you, setting forth the truth and confirming the
earlier Books, and earlier He revealed the Torah and Gospel.”
4 Body language
Another method to convey one’s massage is body language. Someone can show his feelings,

expectations and emotions through his body language. Quran show that Zechariah said:
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“O my Lord! Appoint a sign for me." The angel said: 'The sign for you shall be
that you shall not speak to men for three days except by gesture. Remember
your Lord and extol His glory by night and by day.”
Moreover,
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“And Abraham's wife was standing by and on hearing this she laughed. And
We gave her the good news of (the birth of) Isaac, and after Isaac, of

Jacob.She said: 'Woe is me! Shall | bear a child now that | am an old woman

and my husband is well advanced in years? This is indeed strange!”
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“Zechariah said: "Lord, grant me a Sign.Said He: Your Sign is that you shall

not be able to speak to people for three nights, though you will be otherwise

sound. Thereupon Zechariah came out from the sanctuary and directed his

people by gestures to extol His glory by day and by night.”

. Al-Nisa: 163
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On hearing this:
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“So hearing his wife went forth shouting. She struck her face and exclaimed:

A barren old woman am I.”
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“He reflected and then hatched a scheme. Ruin seize him, how did he hatch a scheme? Again,

ruin seize him, how did he hatch a scheme? He looked (at others); then frowned and scowled;

then he retreated and waxed proud.”
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