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The Conflict Between Religion and Faith in the Treatise “The End of

Faith: A Critical Analysis with Islamic Perspective
Muhammad Salman Mir?
Anwar ul Haq 2

Abstract:

Sam Harris is a famous American Philosopher and Neuro-Surgeon author of the New
York Times Bestseller Book “The End of Faith: Religion, Terror and the Future of
Reason”. He is one of the four-horseman of New-Atheism Movement. Sam Harris
articulates the damages of organized religions and holds strong stance against the
religions especially Islam. He declares tenants of religions as irrational and assert that
religions suspend reason in favor of religious beliefs. He rejects the Religion because it
relies on Faith. He denies revelation as a source of knowledge and evidence and declares
that religions ought not the evidence for their propositions. Moreover he asserts that
religions and natural sciences should be judged by use of same methodology or inquiry
model. He declares that religion itself is the cause of terrorism.

This research article discusses the aforementioned views of Sam Harris especially
considering the use of Rationality in Islamic Sciences and conflict between reason and
faith/religion. The Critical review examines the misunderstanding and problems
contained in the selected work of Sam Harris. Using content analysis of selected work in
the book “The End of Faith”, main views on reason and faith are commented in the light
of Islamic Thought.
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To believe that God exists...... is to believe that I stand in some relation

to his existence such that his existence is itself the reason to my belief.”
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! Harris, S. (2005).The End of Faith. New York: W.W. Norton p.15

2 The rise of Islamic fundamentalism is only a problem because the fundamentals of Islam are
a problem.

3 Harris, S. (2005).The End of Faith P.13
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“On the level of the state a Muslim aspiration for world domination is
explicitly enjoined by God, on the level of the individual, the
metaphysics of martyrdom provides a rationale for ultimate self-

sacrifice towards his end.” 2
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The repudiation of religion equates to the negation of God Most
religions have merely canonized a few products of ancient ignorance

L Ibid, p. 29,30.
2ibid p. 34
3 Ibid, p.136
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and derangement and passed them down to us as though they were
primordial truths.”*
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Two myths now keep faith beyond the fray of rational criticism, and
they seem to foster religious extremism and religious moderation
equally:

(1) most of us believe that there are good things that people get from
religious faith (e.g., strong communities, ethical behavior, spiritual
experience) that cannot be had elsewhere; (2) many of us also believe
that the terrible things that are sometimes done in the name of religion
are the products not of faith per se but of our baser natures—forces like
greed, hatred, and fear—for which religious beliefs are themselves the
best (or even the only) remedy. Taken together, these myths seem to
have granted us perfect immunity to outbreaks of reasonableness in our

public discourse.
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How is it that, in this one area of our lives, we have convinced ourselves
that our beliefs about the world can float entirely free of reason and
evidence? ?
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1 Harris, The End of Faith« p.15
2Harris, S. (2005).The End of Faith P.17
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“To believe that God exist is to believe that I stand in some relation to
his existence such that his existence to his existence such that his
existence is itself. The reason for my belief. There must be some causal
connection or an appearance thereof, between the fact in question and
my acceptance of it. In this way, we can see that religious believes to
be beliefs about the way the world is must be as evidentiary in spirit as
any other.” 2
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“Every religion preaches the truth of proposition for which it has no
evidence. In fact, every religion preaches the truth of propositions for
which no evidence is even conceivable. This put the "Leap" in

Kierkegaard leap of faith.” 3
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! Tzortzis, H.A.(2019) The Divine Reality(ed.)San Clemente:FB publishing.p.55
2 Harris, S. (2005).The End of Faith. P.63
3 Harris, S. (2005).The End of Faith. P-23
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