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A Scholarly Analysis of Imam Ibn Taymiyyah's Criteria For Rejecting and
Accepting Hadith
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Abstract:

The Prophetic traditions (Ahadith) are a fundamental component of Islam, serving as the
primary source of Shariah after the Quran. Ensuring the authenticity, reliability and
acceptance or rejection of Ahadith has always been a priority for Islamic scholars. Imam Ibn-
e-Taymiyyah, renowned for his profound scholarly insight and ijtihad (independent
reasoning), established comprehensive and reliable principles for evaluating Ahadith. lbn
Taymiyyah’s methodological approach was firmly grounded in the Quran and Sunnah, with
his opinions consistently rooted in evidence and reason. He emphasized that the authenticity
of any Hadith must be thoroughly examined and aligned with the definitive principles of the
Quran and Sunnah. According to him, the chain of transmission (isnad), the textual content
(matn), and the balance between narration and reasoning (riwayah and dirayah) are all crucial
factors in ensuring that the foundation of Islamic teachings remains anchored in credible and
sound sources that harmonize with the spirit of Shariah and rationality.

Keywords: Ahadith, Shariah, Quran, Ibn-e-Taymiyyah, Accepting, Rejecting.
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Ibn Taymiyyah, Abdul Halim bin Ahmad, Minhaj al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyyah, Madinah Munawwarah: Jami‘at al-
Imam Muhammad bin Saud al-Islamiyyah, 1406H/1986CE, vol. 1, p. 10.
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Ibn Taymiyyah, Abdul Halim bin Ahmad, Dar' Ta'arud al-'Agl wa al-Nagl, Jami‘'at al-Imam Muhammad bin
Saud al-Islamiyyah, vol. 2, p. 50.
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