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(Fundamental Aspects of Social Issues of Religious Minorities in Pakistan: A

Critical Study in the light of Islamic teachings)

Dr. Khalid Mahmood *
Dr. Khalid Mahmood Arif 2

Abstract:

Pakistan is an Islamic state where majority of people are Muslim. However, the non-Muslim
citizens are also inhabitants of the state. Islam provides the equal social rights to all citizens
in an Islamic state without the discrimination of race, language, sex or religion. In oppose to
it, the religious minorities of Islamic Republic of Pakistan have to face various problems in
the society. The fundamental aspects of social issues faced by the religious minorities in
Pakistan have been analyzed in this research. In this regard, the class aspect of religious
division, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the status of its implementation in
Pakistan, as well as the United Nations Charter for Minorities have been reviewed.
Discrimination against minorities and the status of Pakistan's religious minorities in the light
of two-nation ideology have also been discussed.

Keywords: Discrimination, Social Rights, Forced Marriages, Injustice, Religious Minorities.
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¥ See Karl Marx, "Religion and Ideology”, in Malcolm B Hamilton, ed., The sociology of Religion, London and
New York: Routledge, 1995. pp. 80-81.

4 "Karl Marx's Analysis of Religion", available at:
http://atheism.about.com/od/philosophyofreligion/a/marx_4.htm. 16 May 2012.

> "Sociological Theories of Religion", available from: http://www.asanet.org/research/briefs_and_articles.cfm.
16 May 2012.

® Al-Bagarah 256:2
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10 “Insani Hagooq ka Alami Manshoor™, op. cit. pp 14-15.

11 See annual reports published by Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)

12 «Insant Hagooq ka Alami Manshoor”, op. cit. p15.

3 Abii Dawid, Suleman bin Ash’as, Al-Sunan, (Al-Riyadh, Darussalam Publishers,2009) Hadith: 592
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